'IRAQ,

the encouragement of his partisans, the High Commissioner,
although obliged to maintain an outwardly neutral attitude,
could not in so important a question refrain from taking a hand
behind the scenes. The eventual success of Faisal's candidature
must be attributed in no small degree to his guiding direction.
cHe is a master hand at the game of politics,3 wrote Miss Bell on
June 12th, 1921, 'it's an education to watch him playing it.'1

Members of his staff and the British Advisers throughout the
country, although nominally neutral, were not so restricted in
practice, as Saiyid Talib had pointed out on April I4th. It
devolved particularly on Miss Bell, as an enthusiastic supporter
of Amir Faisal, rather than as Oriental Secretary, although the
prestige of her position and the knowledge acquired through it
contributed greatly to her effectiveness, to take the leading
personal role in developing and organizing public opinion
for Faisal.2

The early statement by H.M. Government of its approval of
the candidature of Amir Faisal, followed by Faisal's own an-
nouncement that he intended to present himself as a candidate,
the declaration of a general amnesty and the efforts of the Amir's
supporters in 'Iraq had been expected, in accordance with the
schedule approved of at Cairo, to start the ball rolling in his
direction.

Neither the announcements nor the amnesty were im-
mediately forthcoming, however, although they had been fore-
shadowed in the High Commissioner's communique of April I2th,3
following his return from Cairo. H.M. Government had felt it
inexpedient to make its announcement until it had secured the
formal approval of the League of Nations for the Mandate.
This was being delayed in deference to the inquiries of the
United States Government as to Great Britain's intentions

1 Bell, op. cit., p. 598; also pp. 599, 602, 606-8.

2 Miss Bell's letters during this period, ibid,, pp. 5

the decisive role she played in the installation of Faisal. According to Amln

582-624, partially indicate

Biham, Ibn Sa'oud, p. 8, she later seemed to regret the role she had played.
3 Baghdad Times, April I2th, 1921; Admin, Report, 1920-1922, App. 4.
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